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in the st 1 him 

most about the NBA was "now easy it nas ueen anu um no one 
had been able to stop him one-on-one. Jordan gave Stackhouse 
a 48-point lesson in humility in their first meeting. 

Superlative as they have been, Jordan’s and Pippen’s perfor¬ 
mances were expected. It was Rod- 
man, acquired from San Antonio in 
a trade in October, who had Jack- 
son and general manager Jerry 
Krause crossing tlieir fingers. So 
far Rodman has done exactly what 
they hoped: He has shored up the 
Bulls' rebounding (14.4 per game) 
while keeping his eccentricities 


it. He came back this fall with a point he wanted to make.” 

That point seems to be that Jordan can accomplish anything 
he chooses on a basketball court. With a 31.7-point average (in 
38.3 minutes a game) through last weekend, he is back on top of 
the league scoring list—he won seven straight scoring titles 
before he retired—and the uncharacteristic trace of self-doubt that 
he admitted to last season has been 
nowhere in evidence. “Will I lead the 
league in scoring? I don’t know,” 
he says. “Can I lead the league in 
scoring? If I want to.” 

Jordan’s performance this season 
indicates that, while he no longer 
seems compelled to prove on a night¬ 
ly basis that he’s the best player. 
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WiiliFit put up a 


(tic fUtt would probably lose a close one. 
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jffjre trail matchup, Chamberlain would 

3 .ujy-jntrtge at center, the Bulls' weakest po.sf- 
rfes.r hv.poj .;ynh led the ieague in rebounding, with 
hiit hr alsb was fifth in scoring, with 24.1 
j ^^rj d-fhfrifiti assists (7.8). However, Wilt made 
Hp ; fttv throvvs; which suggests that he would 
assSS'-iJift'ijnii riftefi by his Chicago counterparts; 
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flgtdclphia ic, nii, which finished the season 
•L3 ffcyifid; hail tw r > other I til hi? Earners, guard Hal 
krflh man. bmuod Itifly Cunhmgham They. 
$tir;11(15 1 iicbnis Jackson and Chet Walker and 
Ttuojgavd the Sixers six players who had dou- 
t;:j; 0Wj»ge< The Bulls have just three. Jordan 
'w • 'tile Pippen aid Toni Kufcoc. "that Pblladel- 
ntnrh better balance than the Bulls do,” says 
he 76erV general manager that season. “All of 
ri i prb pbrfty irtuch in their prime and had years that 
m among the best of their careers.” 

&tjd PfppeW WOfild have hjcrt tlii>‘4;'lg4* in (h^i 


In mythical matchups, Chamberlain gives both 
Philadelphia and LA. the center Chicago lacks. 


matchups with Greer am) tvalker. 
but even a rebounder avexttnor- 
dinary as the Bulls' ti' fT Dennis 
Rodman would liave been hard- 
pressed to dominate the boards 
.. against the T L, 275-iwiiiRl Cham¬ 
berlain and the 6’ 9”, 240-fwtirtd 
Jackson. ARd Philadelphia’s supe¬ 
rior depth mielit welt have beep 
■ the difference. 

Chicago probably would have 
had a better chance against thy 
. 1971-72 Lakers team that won 33 
in a row and finished 69-13, the 
best record In NBA history, Cham¬ 
berlain averaged “only” 14.8 points 
? and J9.2 rebounds, but Los Ange¬ 
los got plenty of scoring from 
guards Gail Goodrich (25.9 points) 

■: and'Jetty: West (25.8) and for- 
ward Jrm McMrillan (18.8). These 
Lakers would not have Tiurt the 
Bulls inside as badly as the 7tors 
would have. But like the Sixers, 
ifeev were a deepen, more balanced team than Chicago, with 
u bench that included gauds Hypo Robinson and a long-haired 
fellow named Pat RiJey. 

As for the qualify of competition in the league therjf 
it’s logical to assume that the Bulls benefit from the? |sj § 

expansion. But in the 10-team league that Philadelg ® / 
mated, only three clubs finished above .50ft—ttj 
Celtics and the San Francisco Warriors were the otf 




out of nine times. This season Chicago will play tb 
Toronto Raptors and Vancouver (irterlles a total 
But perhaps it’s unfair to comitate this season's t| " C 
of hlstOnrft great teams, not just because they have* E 

ehafii’pibnshfp yet but also because they may n| j| 

the besHeatn ir fratscltise history. Tt.e 1991- 92 BuTJs; tmr sef-’ 
ond of Chicago’s three straight championship teams and 
one that included solid center Bill Cartwright, estimable 
power forward Horace Grant and clutch shooter John Paxson. 
got off to a 37-5 start and finished 67-15. “ff we can do the 
things that that team did, I don’t realtv care about history,” says 
'flrikul. “FU bollMSWWr.” —RT. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/gqln0004 





















